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Regardless of what you may believe, 
“I AM NOT HERE TO ENTERTAIN YOU!”

However:

Dear Failure,

SURPRISE! You tried to hurt me. You tried to stop me. You 
tried to destroy me, my company, and my life. You relish to see 
me fall. You try so hard to make me fail. I took your shots, and 
I’m still here. I’m sure you have more shots to throw, but I’ll 
continue to stand here. Stronger than ever. Shining brighter 
than ever before. Some people have continued to believe in me. 
Some people continue to be behind me all the way. However, 
some people have decided to flee. Some have chosen to desert 
me. Yet, I’m still here. No hard feelings towards anyone. 

Failure, I know you hate it, but you can’t stop me. This plan, 
this journey, this VICTORY was predestined in the heavens 
above long before your plans of deceit and jealousy were ever 
formulated. I don’t even understand why you want to see me fall 
so soon because I haven’t even begun to really accomplish my 
major goals yet. This is still the minor stuff right now. LOL.

So, my journey will continue. My talents will speak for 
themselves. I know your face is cracked to even hear from me 
right now. I’m not even where you thought, and/or hoped I 
would be. However, I do have a special surprise just for Y.O.U. 
and you will “witness” it really soon (pun intended).

So, I truly apologize, but I’m sorry to have to inform you that 
unlike Wyclef Jean, I WILL NOT be gone ‘til November. There’s 
no need to look for me because I’ve already found Y.O.U. I’m 
right in front of your face Every Day. :-)

What’s next…

Bobby R. Bowden
CEO of  Opportunity
“knock – knock”
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The USE Of
Welcome 2 Another Klazzy Experience! 

Knowledge Is Power DANGEROUS!

THINK RESPONSIBLY! 

You have been warned...
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I know that you guys sometimes get tired of my emails, 
so I just wanted to take the time to share some of the 
ones that I get from you. It truly makes me feel joyous 
to receive words of motivation from you guys letting 
me know how I’ve  encouraged you in a positive way. 
I have hundreds of emails and I promise I read them 
all but I can’t respond to them all or print them all. So, 
instead of being sarcastic all the time I wanted to take 
a break from that and show you some of the love that 
we receive from some of our 12,000+ readers. Thank 
you and please continue to write to me!

***********************
Bobby, 

Hi & Good Morning. I’ve strayed from the church, but 
GOD is constantly blessing me each and everyday.  I just 
wanted to thank you. It’s ironic how I was getting started 
to email my resumes on my computer, feeling down, 
then......... I read your email.  I was deleting my spam, when 
the subject “caught me”.  I remembered the Klazzy emails 
that I’ve been receiving so that alleviated my uneasiness 
to open the email.  
 
I was laid off from my job on Thursday.  I’ve worked at 
the company since I’ve been in Charlotte, three years, and 
have never been laid off.  So, now I’m just trying to figure 
out my next move.  The thing is I had been praying for 
GOD to remove me from the job, over the past 8 months.  
I have been working with various employment agencies 
and trying to network, to no avail.  Then, it happened last 
Thursday.  My prayers were answered. Only, I figured I 
would have secured a job first. But, I can’t doubt what I’ve 
been praying for.  
 
Everytime that I soak in my own self pity, GOD allows 
me to see that things really aren’t that bad. I really felt 
motivated to THANK YOU.  Your willingness to allow 
your vulnerabilities to be seen and heard helped and 
reached someone.  ME !!!!! I know and have been re-
encouraged to keep the faith.  
 
I am impressed and happy for you.  It takes time to be 
able to keep it moving despite all roadblocks that people 
tend to build up for you.  Especially, when you associate 
or know the person(s). It’s even harder to forgive and just 
pray for them.

Kathy Winbush
***********************
Thanks Bobby for the emails. They are indeed very 
uplifting and it makes me feel good as a woman to know 

that men like you are willing to share the bad, the good, 
and the ugly just to help up lift others. You keep doing 
God’s work and watch yourself grow. Thanks again and 
God bless. 

Kelly M. Wall 
***********************
Your Comments: Wow!! I know alot of people 
sound very cliche when they say that, but I am very 
impressed.  And the thing I’m most impressed about 
is your opening story.  It’s true and honest words like 
that, that keep some people encouraged.  Please, what 
ever you do, always say things that make a difference.  
Based off of what I read it’s really pointless to say that, 
because you sound like your whole life and words may 
be an inspiration.  Bobby, I don’t know you personally, 
but continue to count your blessings because God is 
not done!!!!

Kym Lee
***********************
Hi Bobby,I think your message was heart felt and 
passionately written from the heart.It seems as if 
God himself was speaking through you because I was 
moved and I’m not easily moved.I pray for you and for 
your enemies.
 
Latonia Baldwin
***********************
Bobby,

I read your article “Re-evaluate your Life.” The article is 
powerful. I truly enjoyed reading it. I am glad you took 
a new step in your life toward purity, especially in the 
area of spirituality and not religion. When you make a 
decision to get serious with God, there is nothing but 
great success before you because success is in God, 
and God’s success is durable and genuine!  

Bobby, you have great potential and abilities from 
God. “UNDERSTAND THE HEIGHT OF YOUR 
ACCOMPLISHMENT WILL EQUAL THE DEPT OF 
YOUR CONVICTION.” STRONG CONVICTION 
WILL PRECEED GREAT ACTION!” “WALK OUT IN 
GOD’S ARMOUR AND NOT YOUR ARMOUR AND 
WATCH SUCCESS OVERTAKE YOU.”

You have the intelligence and will power to succeed 
over all things. A lack of will power has caused more 
failure than lack of intelligence or ability.  

Lena Williams
***********************
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I only can say that I appriciate your honesty and
sincere tone when you write. Continue to grow my stong
black brother!

Lynette Austin
***********************
WOW, that was some story. It took me some time and 
growing to understand that we all go through our own trials. 
That make us who we are today. I think that if it wasn’t for 
us getting hurt by that love one or friend. We wouldn’t be as 
strong as we are today. I always tell my children and friends 
that you can’t stay in the past, but instead let our past be 
learned lessons for the future. 
 
Stay strong, keep the faith, and may God continue to bless 
your hands to do the work of this magazine. :-)
Ms. O. Gibson
***********************
I know you will keep doing your thing bro.   I appreciate your 
mission.  As I was always told, It is when people stop talking 
about you that you have something to worry about....

Anthony Simons
***********************
I enjoyed the read and the question “How has God used you 
in your life” is something to sit and really think about. The 
answer to that question will better help me to be shaped and 
molded so that I can be instrumental to someone else. Thanks 
for the positive energy!
 
Nicole Glenn
***********************
Now I’ am truly one of your biggest fans your big for this one! 
And I’m prayerful more people will be able to fill those BIG 
size 14’s …lol  Love you Bobby B.

Nyasha Page
***********************
Bobby,  thank you so much for your story. It’s not unlike a lot 
of others, including mine.  As a Black man, I know it takes a 
great deal of growth and maturity to be able to share personal 
details of your life.  As a Black woman, the only thing that 
makes it easier for us is that it’s natural for us to fellowship 
with our sister-friends.  I just wanted you to know that I 
personally appreciate what you’re doing.  A lot of people, 
regardless of ethnicity or color, will gain from it, even if you 
never personally find out about it.  I do my best to live the 
principles of the law of attraction and the law of allowing 
to bring greatness and abundance into my life, and it seems 
as though you are doing the same, and sharing what you’ve 
learned.  You are God expressed.

Rhonda Bailey
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  Once Again, Legal Crap  In Tiny Print To Cover My A$$

KLAZZY Magazine is published by Klazzy Magazine, Inc. Issues of the 
publication are available for download online, or as a subscription. Copyright 
2004 - 2008 Klazzy Magazine, Inc. All rights reserved. Any reproduction, 
printing, reprinting,  or altering, in whole or in part, without the expressed 
written permission of the publisher is strictly prohibited and illegal. All 
violators will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. All manuscripts, 
drawings, and photographs sent to Klazzy Magazine, or created by Klazzy 
Magazine, will be treated as unconditionally assigned for publication 
and copyright purposes, and are subject to the magazine’s right to edit 
and comment editorially. Photographs, the editorial, the quotations and 
comments accompanying such, the views of the writers, photographers, 
advertisers, contributors, designers, or publisher, are not to be construed 
as an indication of the person’s sexual orientation, conduct, personality, 
views, or actual quotation. Klazzy Magazine assumes no responsibility to 
determine whether the people whose photographs,  statements, writings, or 
advertisements are deemed as true, or have in fact endorsed  such products 
or consented to the use of their names, photographs, statements, or writings 
attributed to them. The views expressed by writers, photographers, stories, 
articles, photographs, or advertisements are not necessarily those of Klazzy 

Magazine, Inc., Klazzy.com, KLAZZY Magazine, 
it’s staff, or it’s associates.

HEY, IT’S ALL IN GOOD FUN PEOPLE!
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Coping 
With A Slower 
ECONOMY
Cindy McCrory
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E
conomics isn’t called the “dismal science” for nothing. 
There’s an old joke that accuses economists of having 
predicted 9 of the last 5 recessions (and yes, those 
figures are in the

correct order). However, forecasting the direction of the 
economy can seem easy  compared with trying to figure out how 
to weatherproof your finances. It can help to understand some 
of the questions that many investors ask themselves if they’re 
concerned about the potential impact of slower growth. 

Is it time to check my portfolio? 
Changing consumption patterns can have implications for 
a variety of companies and industries, and create investing 
opportunities. Some investing sectors might be especially
economically sensitive and might therefore suffer from any 
economic downturn. On the
other hand, some industries or companies may actually benefit 
from a slower economy.
For example, companies that produce high end goods might be 
relatively immune from
economic pressures--or maybe not. Shifts in spending patterns 
could also mean that consumers continue to spend money but 
choose less expensive alternatives, or focus more on getting the 
greatest value from each dollar. 

If you rely on your investments for income, you may want to 
review how sensitive your portfolio might be to changes in 
interest rates. If the Federal Reserve Board sees greater danger 
from a slowing economy than from the possibility of higher 
inflation, lower interest rates could cut into your income. 
Conversely, if the Fed becomes increasingly concerned about 
inflation, rates could go up. It might be a good time to see 
whether the yields you’re receiving are competitive, and what 
kind of impact on your monthly income you might expect from 
any changes in rates. 

Should I review my asset allocation? 
Now might also be a good time to reexamine how your assets 
are divided among various types of investments. If you decide 
you need to shift a portion of your portfolio, those changes 
don’t necessarily have to be made all at once. Consider:
• Adjusting only a portion of your bond or stock holdings
• Using systematic investing to shift allocations over time
• Investing any new money differently to increase your exposure 
to asset classes
you may have neglected

How close am I to the edge financially?
The benefits of reducing debt should be pretty obvious, given 
the recent credit crisis. Troubles in the mortgage industry have 
driven home the importance of managing debt
wisely. The last thing you need if you’re worried about uncertain 

economic times is to lock yourself into spending patterns that 
push you beyond your means. 

Whether the economy is in robust health or seems to be catching 
the flu, it’s never a bad idea to have a cushion against unexpected 
financial stress. An unanticipated medical emergency--and is 
there any other kind?—a sudden job loss, or anything else that 
affects your income stream can bring the effects of a slower 
economy home in a dramatic way. 

If you’re employed in a highly cyclical industry or one that’s 
undergoing substantial changes, having a financial reserve 
becomes even more important. And if a lot of your retirement 
plan savings are invested in your employer’s stock, think about 
whether your long-term finances might potentially face a 
double whammy. Serious financial trouble at your company 
could mean the possibility of layoffs, a drop in the value of your 
holdings--or both.

Have I planned for the unexpected?
If you’re planning to retire in the next few years, consider the 
potential impact if you
were to be “retired” prematurely. It’s easy to assume you’ll work 
until a certain date or earn income after retirement, but health 
concerns and the job market don’t always permit that. Doing 
some “what if?” calculations with an earlier retirement date 
than you might otherwise choose could prepare you for what 
might happen if you were laid off and had difficulty finding new 
employment, or were unable to work for health reasons. 

A transition to a post-retirement career is likely to be easier if 
you plan thoroughly. For example, launching a small business 
can be challenging under the best of circumstances; try to 
have as much of the groundwork laid as possible before relying 
on it for your entire income. Sales estimates that are more 
conservative than they might otherwise be may help minimize 
cash flow problems. 

Asking questions such as these lets you hope
for the best while preparing for the worst.

Cynthia McCrory, MBA
Nat’l Financial Services Group
mccrory_cindy@nlvmail.com
704-927-5515
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The
SPACE
In the Middle 
 
Rovaughna Richardson

Tracy Johnson recalls what she thought about marriage 
before she said her vows.  “I thought I’d have a friend 
for life,” remembers the 30-something Event Planner 
from Richmond, VA.  “Completion for me, this was 

the next level of my life” reminisces her husband Michael, 
after 12 years of marriage.  “It was time for me to stop running 
around, settle down with one person and establish a family.”  “I 
didn’t want to be a bachelor the rest of my life,” confesses the 
39-year-old Senior Process Engineer.  

Sultry as tango, rhythmic as modern, flowing as the waltz, 
relationships are a dance of ever-changing tempos and 
elevations.  Whether married or dating, like Tracy and Michael, 
their first thoughts reflect the “butterfly effect” of the mating 
dance of intimate relationships.

Stage I:  Falling in Love Couples look forward to relationships 
bringing to fruition their desires and transforming their current 
life.  When most fall in love they feel good about themselves, 
their partner, and the relationship.  Both put their “best face on” 
and anticipate the possibilities of this new relationship.  Though 
the most romantic, not the most enduring stage.  As real life 
happens in the relationship, and the evidence of the other’s 
shortcomings rise to the surface like cream in hazelnut coffee.  
The relationship begins to reflect the transition.  “At times it 
was difficult to find common ground,” says Michael.  “How to 
act and talk in a way that was sensitive to her.”  “The financial 
part” echoes Tracy.  “Both of us having to make decisions 
about finances, paying bills, and planning for the future.”  Many 
become disillusioned in spite of the once knowledge that they 
can create pleasure, lightness, and fulfillment together.
  
Stage II:  Disappointment   Conflicts, failures, and letdowns…
oh my!  The couple begins to swing into the reality that 
the relationship is not all they’d hoped.  In fact, over 49% of 
married people report problems in the first 3 years.  Only 
15% of couples seek professional help.  While others avoid 
counseling completely fearing putting the issues on the floor, 
out in the open, will break up the marriage or fear judgment 
from friends, family, even the therapist.  Everything the other 
does is no longer cute and may find things neither creditable 
nor lovable. Honestly speaking it’s difficult to be subjected 
to flaws and limitations without questioning the wisdom or 
commitment to that person. Tripping over each other’s feet, 
this stage marks mutual disapproval, combined with the painful 
element unexpected disappointment.  The appreciation and the 
feeling of “…makes me feel so good” gradually turns to criticism 
and lend way to resentment.       
Good behavior goes bad as one or both discover the relationship 
is not going to give them what they really want.  Invariably bad 
behavior that even surprises themselves!  

The missteps don’t mean you’ve made a bad choice of mates, nor 
does it mean that the relationship is going down in a gasoline-
flamed straw basket.  It’s quite possible with a “Pit bull attitude” 
and a “you’re not going to get rid of me that easy” it can find a 
place of accord that’s not simply the absence of discord.     

Stage III:  Acceptance   It’s true, relationships can make a 
couple feel like their floating on clouds, or want to find a new 
dance partner.  Inevitably changes, adaptations, and the “letting 
go” have to occur to reach internal and partner contentment.  
The unloading of unconstructive battle strategies like blame 
shifting and what’s mine is mine have to find the curb. In 
must come ways to validate your significant.  Everyone has an 
invisible sign that hangs from their neck that reads, “Make me 
feel important!” The stepping on toes doesn’t disappear. The 
shroud of doubt about the future, and ultimately romanticized 
expectations begin to fade.  A step back for one is a step forward 
for the other.  The steps smooth, the feet glide, the breaths slow, 
and the energy connects in the space in the middle. 

ASK Ro!

Do you have trouble understanding relationships? Need dating advice? Want 
to learn more about yourself and become a healthier person?  Welcome to 
Relationship Chat w/Ro, Klazzy’s new monthly column that deals with Love, 
Life and Relationships in an informative yet spicy and entertaining way.  Get 
your questions answered by a Professional Life Sculptor/Coach.  Send your 
comments, questions and remarks to ro@klazzy.com.  

Rovaughna Richardson, MAHE, MEd, LSW is President of Esteem Services, 
Inc. which provides mental health and wellness services to youth and adults. 
For more information visit: www.EsteemServicesInc.org or call 704.334.4142
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Ever felt invaded? Ever traveled to a place frequented in 
the past, once loved for its authenticity and offerings 
of urban still life, brutal and unapologetic, only to find 
that it has been transformed into a haven of chic coffee 

shops and culturally forward residents? All done in the name of 
renewal and revitalization?  I have.

Nathan McCall, author of Makes me Wanna Holler, recently 
penned a novel called Them that speaks to the very human 
response to gentrification and urban renewal.  His poignant look 
at this issue resonates in the mind of those who have returned 
to their inner city childhood and spiritual homes only to find 
that its colorful markings of life had taken on a different hue. 
Gone are the convenient stores that would graciously allow my 
grandmother to buy a dozen eggs on credit until she got her 
check. Replaced now with precarious novelty shops, designed 
to boast of the neighborhood’s trendy nod at diversity. 

The issue, that has now affected every major city in America, 
prompts mixed emotions of misplaced nostalgia and measured 
contempt for those who oppose its efforts. Certainly, 
gentrification and the hopeful implications that it ushers appeal 
to many anxious to restore communities, great in former days, 
that are now shells of shattered potential that have weathered 
drug addiction, subdivision, and neglect. In fact, few can argue 

that the cyclical desolation and endemic poverty that plagues 
inner city communities impedes its collective ability to rebound, 
despite the gallant efforts of a handful of steadfast residents 
who still recall soaring property values and the noble gathering 
of hard working,  proud communal residents. The dirge of the 
more affluent days past prompt developers to hastily plunge 
thousands of dollars to “restore” these communities, only to 
displace persons unable to maintain the increasing income 
demographic that now claims a place formerly known as the 
“hood” as its own. 

But alas, the greatest resource of indigenous knowledge has been 
plundered. It is to be said that these neighborhoods survived 
independently for generations and managed to do so in the face 
of dynamic social and political changes. In the 60s, one could 
venture down any street in inner city USA and find that their 
was a unique system of contained government, complete with 
elders of old men that offered well respected judgments on how 
to best address issues that arose.  This unspoken law of the land 
shaped behavior and doled sanctions on those who trespassed 
against it, knowingly. There existed a sense of protective 
community that encouraged the lady down the street to scold 
you for your misbehavior on the way home from school. Single 
families actually lived in single family homes that were well 
maintained, and easily featured in Better Homes and Gardens.  

there goes the
   neighborhood 
Kameisha Jenkins

GENTRIFICATION
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Corner stores were actually profitable and weighed the credit 
of a man’s word over the computer generated suggestion of a 
distant credit bureau. For years, these communities existed and 
thrived in idealist democracy, until they were invaded. 

The close of factories and industrial centers rocked the financial 
and social stability of the proud residents who relied on its 
steady, however meager, income to finance their livelihoods. 
(In Baltimore, MD one can still see the haunting desolation 
left by the closing of the Domino Sugar Factory). This plight is 
not specific to this particular catastrophe. It is easily replaced 
with waves of prostitution, a ravenous heroine epidemic, and 
desperate subdivision for the sake of maintaining mortgages of 
stately Victorian homes.   Many unknowing residents, fearful 
of financial ruin and blight, quickly sold their lots and made 
pilgrimage to the suburbs where they received lukewarm, if 
not hostile, receptions. Thriving communities quickly became 
ghost towns, now inhabited by divested residents who exist in a 
mediocre existence, complete with its vices and a ripe promise 
of corporate and governmental disregard.  Save the sprinkles of 
lone soldiers determined to see signs life return as a testament 
of their individual legacies in the community. 
Imagine, life declines for whole communities of people in 
a span of moments, and the city maintained that it will not 
be tremendously affected.  Perhaps the original residents of 
Harlem’s Strivers Row or DC’s Georgetown, or even the quaint 
community of East Side in Charleston, SC offer a contrary view. 
While rudimentary assistance has been cast in the direction of 
these neighborhoods for the sake of glowing pre-election photo 
ops, few promises went fulfilled, leaving hopeful residents 
disenfranchised and violently desperate. Enter the invaders. 

The term “invader” is applied loosely as it adequately defines 
persons who enter a land, foreign in origin, and claim it for the 
sake of sovereignty.  In the case of gentrification, such strides are 
made in the name of renewal and cultural diversity, for the good 
of the city, holistically. Some might say that these pioneering 
souls are Samaritans focused on returning the community to its 
original stature.  The argument holds that this act, in essence, is 
impossible. Surely, we all gasp in awe of the beautiful restoration 
of colorful and age relevant Victorians that line newly paved, 
litter-free streets. But what is missing? 

The mom and pop establishments have fallen to the wayside 
and are but fleeting memories that dwarf newly implanted 
chain stores and outposts that wish to capitalize on the good 
feelings of yuppie do-gooders. An idealist might view this as 
a remarkable testament to cultural growth and understanding. 
But alas, if the color has been forcefully removed from the 
painting, what does that say of its pallet?   Are it’s colorless 
strokes meaningful? Or is it that the work of art is purposefully 
limited in its scope?

there goes the
   neighborhood 
Kameisha Jenkins
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Gentrification and many urban renewal projects boast that 
they bring new industry to a once blighted community and 
consistently increase property values.  On paper, these are 
appealing facts to those who wish to see their portfolios expand. 
What is conveniently overlooked in the well orchestrated press 
junkets is the relocation and subsequent devastation of its 
original inhabitants. 

Allow me to speak without the fear of retribution.  Do forgive 
my politically incorrect stance. One is hard pressed to be 
moved by the brightly colored homes in newly created bedroom 
communities of old when 

Note that the sales of homes in the inner city were marginally 
affected by the real estate bust of recent days.  While I hate to 
disrupt the warm and fuzzy feelings generated at the pomp 
of ribbon cutting ceremonies, the truth remains. Few original 
residents resilient enough to remain in these neighborhoods 
truly profit from the highly publicized surge of industry into 
these historic neighborhoods, as they systematically fall prey 
to increased tax values due to their new neighbor’s pricey 
renovation projects.  To further exacerbate the problem, 
business owners that once thrived in these neighborhoods, are 
frequently forced into bankruptcy, unable to keep up with the 
changing, often elitist, demands of their new customers. The 
last time I checked, the corner store in the hood was plumb 
out of recently imported jars of Beluga caviar.  Will a more 
humble offering of canned sardines serve as a suitable stand in? 
Doubtful. 

Summarily, human sacrifice in the name of progress lends 
itself to the inhumane reality in the oft criticized communist 
societies that Americans readily reject. We are, after all, the 
home of the free, aren’t we? Perhaps our zealous efforts to 
create romantic Wisteria Lane-like communities would be 
better served if we invested monies into community building, 
and not the more popular trend of culture and class flipping 
that promotes the counterfeit images of a universal distribution 
of wealth and resources for all, regardless of carefully drawn 
district lines.  But to be fair, one must consider that which is 
truly important, and most notably, salacious to a well meaning 
and self edified audience. The restoration of dilapidated schools 
and extensive educational reform simply pales in comparison 
to the marketable press generated by the grand opening of a 
shiny new Whole Foods, who curiously, are fully stocked with 
an impressive assortment of caviar. 

    ...these very homes were once 
owned by trusting elderly residents 

who were misled into believing 
that their lifelong investments were 

worthless shells in a declining housing 
market. 

KLAZZY Magazine - 15
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“...murals, portraits, paintings, illustrations etc..., 
oil, pencil, pastel, acrylic, airbrush etc..., canvas, 
paper, drywall, brick etc..., any size, any theme, 

and anywhere... I want to inspire and move 
folk. Just as theatre, literature, and music causes 

emotion, people should feel visual art...”

www.josephJhart.com

JJoseph
Hart
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